64               Superiority of talents in a wife.    [A.D. 1768.
reclaim her husband by more attention to please him. Sir, a man will not, once in a hundred instances, leave his wife and go to a harlot, if his wife has not been negligent of pleasing.'
Here he discovered that acute discrimination, that solid judgement, and that knowledge of human nature, for which he was upon all occasions remarkable. Taking care to keep in view the moral and religious duty, as understood in our nation, he shewed clearly from reason and good sense, the greater degree of culpability in the one sex deviating from it than the other; and, at the same time, inculcated a very useful lesson as to the zvay to keep him.
I asked him if it was not hard that one deviation from chastity should so absolutely ruin a young woman. JoiiN-SON. ' Why, no, Sir; it is the great principle which she is taught. When she has given up that principle, she has given up every notion of female honour and virtue, which are all included in chastity.'
A gentleman1 talked to him of a lady whom he greatly admired and wished to marry, but was afraid of her superiority of talents. ' Sir, (said he,) you need not be afraid; many her. Before a year goes about, you'll find that reason much weaker, and that wit not so bright.' Yet the gentleman may be justified in his apprehension by one of Dr. Johnson's admirable sentences in his life of Waller: 'He doubtless praised many2 whom he would have been
1  Boswell, in his correspondence with Temple in 1767 and 1768, passes in review the various ladies whom he proposes to marry.   The lady described in this paragraph—for the ' gentleman ' is clearly Bos-well—is 'the fair and lively Zelide.'a Dutchwoman.   She was translating his Corsica into French.    On March 24, 1768, he wrote, 'I must have her.'   On April 26, he asked his father's permission to go over to Holland to see her.   But on May 14 he forwarded to Temple one of her letters.    'Could,' he said, 'any actress at any of the theatres attack me with a keener—what is the word? not fury, something softer. The lightning that flashes with so much brilliance may scorch, and does'not her esprit do so ?'   Letters of Boswell, pp. 144-150.
2  In the original it is some not many,   Johnson's Works, vii. 182.
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